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Distance learning activities (DAD
– Didattica a Distanza) started in
our school after the interruption
of face-to-face teaching because
of the Covid-19 emergency, at
first on 5th March 2020 and then,
in a more structured way, from
16th March 2020 to the end of the
school year. Everything was
organized with reference to the
school rules and the temporary
regulations related to the period.
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At the beginning of the new
school year 2020-2021 we
planned an integrated digital
education plan (DDI –
Didattica Digitale Integrata)
in order to integrate face to
face teaching activities with
online learning, in the event
of a new closure of the
school. 4
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More than 800 students and about 100 
teachers have reconverted their knowledge and 
skills to use DAD (distance learning). In 
particular it was necessary to:

- choose tools and channels of communication
useful to reach every single student online;

- define the weekly timetable of sinchronous
and asynchronous activities for each subject.
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In this phase of health emergency, the double 
objective of using distance learning has been to 
keep in touch with the pupils and their families, 
in order to support social relationships and a 
sense of belonging to the community, and to 
give continuity to the learning process. During
the first weeks teachers used the Argo platform
(electronic register) as a means of 
communication with pupils and their families.
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A critical issue emerged from the beginning: 

the digital divide.

Our school has:

- carried out the mapping of needs for pupils

without digital devices and/or internet

connection;

- provided devices on loan in order to make 

the use of distance learning appropriate.
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It was necessary to provide teachers and 

parents with support on the 

procedures relating to the use of platforms. 

The school also provided help to 

solve problems and assistance regarding the 

use of devices and the connection.
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As the interruption of face-to-face activities 

continued, we created a work team to deal

with the timetable and with the 

implementation of more effective tools for 

e-learning/teaching.



Our school has chosen to add the G 
Suite for Education platform to the Argo 
platform. It includes various tools, such
as:

- Calendar, to plan the lessons' 
schedule;

- Classroom, to organise virtual
classrooms and share materials;

- Meet, to manage videoconferences;

- Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms, to create 
documents, spreadsheets, 
presentations, quizzes and surveys 10



Classroom courses
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Classroom stream

12



Classroom: shared materials 
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Google Forms to prepare 
tasks, tests and surveys
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Drive to share materials 
among teachers and pupils
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E-learning activities take 
place in two ways:

- synchronous (online video 
lessons)

- asynchronous (recorded
video lessons, activities in 
virtual classrooms, sharing of 
educational material).
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Argo Scuola Next electronic register

Our school uses the electronic register to 

inform families about the school choises and 

to record the teachers' planning, the 

assessment of the students and of the 

teaching path.
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G Suite for Education platform

This platform is used to provide activities, 

share didactic material, organize the various

courses and manage the communication between

students and teachers. The access to the platform

is reserved to school users who have been

provided with personal accounts, in full 

compliance with privacy laws. All the users have

viewed the notice concerning G Suite for 

education and agreed to its use.
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With the adoption of the Piano della Didattica Integrata 

(Integrated Teaching Plan), ordinary teaching practices are 

remodeled and integrated by those synchronous and 

asynchronous activities tested with distance learning, in order 

to:

- individualise the learning paths and the learning recovery;

- improve the effectiveness of teaching in relation to different 

learning styles;

- respond to special needs (disabilities, specific learning 

disorders, linguistic disadvantage, etc.);

- encourage pupils to use digital tools more and more 

consciously and correctly;

- teach blended lessons, with some pupils in the classroom and 

others connected from home.
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Every lesson includes 40 minutes of synchronous 

teaching activity and 20 minutes of asynchronous 

activity which can be carried out also in an 

interdisciplinary way. The reduction of the time 

dedicated to synchronous activities was 

established to safeguard the health and well-being 

of both teachers and pupils in relation to the 

hours spent on computers.



All the activities 
functional to teaching, 
meetings of the teaching 
staff, councils, are carried 
out thanks to the G-Suite 
platform and the Meet 
application.
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School-family relationships, 
which are essential, are 
kept through the same
online communication
channels.

In this regard it was
necessary to integrate the 
Pact of Joint Responsibility
between school and 
families. 22
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• Creation of videos or tutorials by teachers; the 

videos are shared on the platform using 

Screencast-O-Matic;

• creation of online tests with Google forms;

• use of Kahoot, a game-based learning platform in 

"live" mode (when teachers start it from their 

accounts) or in "challenge" mode (when the 

student decides to log in);

• use of Padlet, a free web space that looks like a 

virtual, shareable and collaborative “SHEET” or 

“WALL”.



Blended lesson, with some 
pupils in the classroom and 
others connected from home
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Padlet about my town
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Art lesson
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Collaborative grammar with 
Padlet
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Physical Education class
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Daily lessons
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Teachers 
have noticed the 
following strong 
and weak points.

Strong points Weak points

It has allowed the learning 

path to continue, in order to 

guarantee the right to 

education.

It was a bit difficult for 

young pupils to use 

technology autonomously.

It has made it possible to 

maintain the 

relationships and the 

communicative and 

relational exchanges with 

and among pupils.

Distance learning could not 

fully replace the richness of 

the educational 

relationship, the physical 

interaction, the 

communication that takes 

place in the classrooms 

between teachers and 

pupils and among peers, 

made up not only of 

words but also of gestures.31



Teachers 
have noticed the 
following strong 
and weak points.

Strong points Weak points

Collaboration among

teachers has grown. In 

some cases the school-

family relationship has

been strengthened.

The digital skills of 

teachers and pupils have

grown.
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